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Keywords: 

 This study explores the semantic facets of denotative and connotative meanings in Bruno 

Mars's “Risk It All for You,” centering on the pivotal phrase “risk it all” (repeated in 

the chorus: “I'd risk it all for you”). Using a qualitative descriptive method, it breaks 

down selected lyrics to show layered interpretations.“I'd risk it all for you” (Chorus): 

Denotative meaning: Literally, it declares a readiness to hazard everything—finances, 

safety, future—for the loved one, forming a narrative of bold commitment and sacrifice. 

Connotative meaning: Implies profound vulnerability and emotional gamble, evoking 

devotion's terror and thrill; the gambling metaphor symbolizes life's high-stakes bets on 

love, resonating with listeners' fears of loss. Hyperbole intensifies this, suggesting total 

surrender. Contextual enhancers: The upbeat yet urgent tone and repetitive structure 

amplify connotations of unwavering loyalty amid uncertainty. Other lines reinforce this: 

“Even if it breaks me in two” adds hyperbolic imagery of self-destruction, while “No 

regrets, no looking back” underscores irreversible risk. Findings confirm denotative 

layers provide a clear love story, but connotative ones—via metaphor, symbolism, and 

word choice—infuse emotional depth. Ultimately, “risk it all” exemplifies how such 

interplay boosts the song's relatability, highlighting semantic analysis for appreciating 

contemporary lyric,because if the contents of this template are deleted, the numbers will 

be sorted automatically. If you want to try deleting the contents of this template, please 

backup it first. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Language functions as the fundamental tool for communication in our everyday lives, facilitating the exchange of messa

ges, concepts, and interpretations through the utilization of words and sentences. Communication is generally divided in

to two main types: oral and written. Oral communication includes activities such as speeches, conversations, and intervi

ews, while written communication appears in forms like articles, advertisements, and song lyrics. Riemer (2010) asserts

 that meaning is an essential component of language; without the ability to convey meaning, language loses its core func

tion. Therefore, understanding meaning is crucial in linguistic studies, especially in the realm of semantics. 

Semantics is a branch of linguistics that investigates the notion of meaning in language. As Leech (1981) states, semanti

cs is the pursuit of meaning and constitutes the core of communication. Similarly, Yule (1985) characterizes semantics a

s the inquiry into meaning embedded in words, phrases, and sentences. Within semantic research, meaning can be categ

orized into different types; however, this discussion focuses on two particular varieties: denotative meaning and connota

tive meaning. Denotative meaning relates to the specific or dictionary definition of a word, whereas connotative meanin

g refers to the implied or associated meanings that go beyond the literal interpretation (Sari & Kusumawardhani, 2016). 

Song lyrics serve as a form of written communication rich with layered meanings. Songwriters frequently use figurative

 language to express their thoughts, emotions, and personal stories. Moon et al. (2006) observe that music is often percei

ved by songwriters as a representation of their identity and emotional expression. In this study, the researcher selects the

 track “Risk It All” by Bruno Mars for examination. This particular piece is celebrated for its emotional depth and expre

ssive lyrics, capturing themes of love, sacrifice, and commitment. 
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The researcher intends to explore the meanings interwoven within the lyrics of “Risk It All,” specifically focusing on how 

denotative and connotative meanings work together to convey significant messages. While the denotative meaning 

provides the explicit interpretation of the lyrics, the connotative meaning reveals emotional nuances and implied messages 

that might not be immediately obvious. By investigating both types of meaning, this study hopes to offer a deeper 

understanding of the song and help listeners grasp the intended message more thoroughly. 

In conclusion, this research highlights the importance of semantic analysis in understanding song lyrics. By focusing on 

denotative and connotative meanings, the study aims to uncover the layers of meaning within the song and demonstrate 

how language can be creatively used to express complex human emotions.  

2. RESEACH METODOLOGY 

In this research study the investigator used an approach called qualitative descriptive research, which collects data, 

analyses the data concerning the topic and provides descriptions of the results. Creswell (2014) identifies qualitative 

descriptive research as a method for describing a phenomenon that takes place in real life. The focus of this research on 

a phenomenon, as defined by Creswell in this study, is an analysis of the interpreted meanings of song lyrics in the song 

“Risk It All” by Bruno Mars. 

Descriptive research is defined by Nazir (1985) as a way to study a subject or phenomenon systematically in the current 

time frame. This research will, therefore; focus on fully understanding the denotative and connotative meanings in the 

meaning of the lyrics in the song. 

The data for the current research study will be selected from the lyrics of the song “Risk It All” by Bruno Mars. The 

investigator will interpret and identify the denotative and connotative meanings of the song lyrics to reveal a more 

comprehensive, deeper meaning of the song as a whole. 

The objective of carrying out the current study is to provide a systematic description of the meanings of the lyrics of the 

song in order to demonstrate the relationship and how the denotative (literal meaning) of the lyrics of the song are related 

to the connotative (implied meaning) of the lyrics. 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

The lyrics of the track "Risk It All" performed by Bruno Mars serve as the data set for this research study. The aim of this 

analysis was to identify both the denotative (literal, dictionary) and connotative (implied, associated) meanings present 

for each lyric word within the song's lyrics. Denotationally, the denotation for a word is its dictionary definition (i.e., the 

meaning found within a standard English dictionary), while the connotation provides an emotional or affective approach 

indicating an implied definition based on how the person perceives that word via past experiences. 

In order to identify how meaning is conveyed by the use of figurative language, as well as by emotional expression in the 

study of the lyrics, the researcher has studied each lyric closely. It is common for song lyrics to include a good deal of 

both symbolic and expressive language; this makes song lyrics excellent sources for semantic analysis. Thus, the use of 

both denotative and connotative meanings serves to illustrate the deeper message of the songwriter through the use of 

figurative expressions that represent love, sacrifice and emotional commitment. To illustrate the above statement, in the 

song’s lyrics, the words risk, run, fire, and win have multiple meanings but are all meant to represent the emotionally 

laden meanings of the songwriter in relation to the affective qualities of the writer’s feelings, willingness to sacrifice and 

the depth of their feelings towards someone. 

3.1. The Analysis of Data 1 “ For Just The Change To Win Your Heart” 

The fact that this lyric expresses such strong feelings for wanting to have someone's love and affection is evident. The 

phrase "win your heart" has a deeper meaning than what may be apparent at first glance. In this instance, "win" does not 

literally mean winning a heart. Instead, it implies working to gain someone's emotional connection, love, and trust. 

In addition, the word "win" implies that there is some kind of process involved, which includes effort and struggle, like a 

competitive sport. This either indicates that love is something to be valued and will require hard work in order to earn it. 

The metaphorical use of language shows that the expression conveys an emotional message much deeper than the literal 

meaning. This lyric expresses the speaker's commitment to love, their sincerity, and their desire to pursue love regardless 

of the cost. 
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3.2.  The Analysis of Data 2 “You Could Set The Bar Beyond The Stars” 

The line of this song represents loftier standards for a relationship. The expression of "set the bar" indicates a level of 

achievement. Similarly, the expression of "out of this world" provides a strong connotative meaning that does not refer 

to the actual physical stars in space but rather denotes a state that is far from the ordinary achievements and highlights a 

level of achievement that is hard or near impossible to attain.  

The lyric denotes that the listener has the ability to set very high expectations for their partner. The artist indicates that 

they are willing to reach those expectations, indicating loyalty and strong respect for their partner. The use of connotative 

meaning and hyperbolic expression highlight the strong emotional content of the lyric. The artist is committing themselves 

to demonstrating their love beyond typical limitations or expectations for love. 

3.3.  The Analysis of Data 3  “Say you want the moon, watch me learn to fly” 

This lyric represents someone who wants to do anything for the person they love. The line “I want the moon” does not 

literally mean I want to own the moon; instead, it indicates a desire to achieve something that would be hard, if not 

impossible, for anyone else. Similarly, when someone says “I want to learn to fly,” they are also expressing a willingness 

to work hard and are determined and willing to do something that others may find hard or impossible. This makes the 

speaker willing to work outside of the bounds of what people consider "normal" in order to satisfy the other person. Both 

of these phrases function semantically as figurative language to enhance the overall feeling expressed in the lyric. The 

use of hyperbole enhances the extent of love and commitment of the speaker and that will do anything asked of them, 

regardless of how impossible it may seem. 

3.4. The Analysis of Data 4 “Ain’t no mountain you could point to I wouldn’t climb” 

The lyric represents the speaker's perseverance through difficulties and situations caused by their love. Using "mountains" 

gives a figurative rather than an actual representation of the obstacles that the speaker faces. 

The speaker's determination and willingness to face and overcome those challenges without question or second thought 

using "I would overcome" about their climbing. 

The meaning of the connotative use gives the lyric more meaning than just stating that the speaker has love. This meaning 

implies that there is a need for more work and sacrifice in regards to love, and the speaker intends to possess that work 

and sacrifice if necessary to continue the relationship. 

3.5. The Analysis of Data 5 “There’s nothing I won’t do, I’d risk it all for you” 

The lyric demonstrates total commitment and unqualified allegiance to another person. The phrase "risk it all" is metaphoric; it does 

not literally mean putting everything on the line; it suggests that one would be willing to put their entire being (emotionally) into 

someone else. 

The use of the phrase "nothing I would not do" reinforces this as well, indicating that the speaker does not have any limits to consider 

when acting on behalf of their love. This lyric illustrates complete devotion and loyalty. 

The figurative language utilized in this lyric provides an emotionally strong message illustrating how deeply the speaker feels for 

another. Using denotation and hyperbole, this lyric expresses how love can be such a powerful motivation that the speaker is willing 

to sacrifice everything to demonstrate his/her love for another. 

3.6. The Analysis of Data 6 “To hold your hand and call you mine” 

The lyrics of this song have multiple meanings; both literal and figurative. "Hold your hand" can mean to physically hold 

someone's hand but in the bigger picture it can represent emotional closeness between two individuals, like love and trust. 

The phrase "call you mine" does not mean I literally own you; however, it does express a relationship where both 

individuals want to be committed to each other romantically. This demonstrates the speaker's desire for deeper emotional 

connections. 

From a semantic point of view, the combination of these two meanings enhances how powerful the lyrics are because the 

literal meaning gives us an image we can visualize, while the implied meaning has the ability to connote something with 

greater emotional significance than just regular language. This combination allows for greater meaning for both the singer 

and listener. 
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3.7. The Analysis of Data 7 “I would run through a fire just to be by your side” 

This lyrics communicates an exceptional level of commitment and readiness to give up anything. While the expression 

"run through a fire" may not literally refer to running through flames, it generally conveys the idea of facing danger, 

suffering or complex situations to show the speaker’s determination to be with their partner despite whatever life throws 

at them. This conveys courage and determination; therefore reinforcing how strong their bond is. From a semantic 

perspective, this lyrics uses hyperbole and figurative expressions in order to amplify its emotion. The connotative meaning 

of this lyrics further illustrates that love requires sacrifice and perseverance, thus creating a strong and powerful effect. 

3.8. The Analysis of Data 8 “If your heart’s on the line, you could take mine” 

This lyric conveys a very emotional level of support and a willingness to give up what they have for someone whom they 

love. The lyric "Your heart's on the line" has a connotative interpretation (not a literal interpretation) in that it represents 

your feelings, emotions, or overall well-being being at risk - rather than an actual physical heart being placed in jeopardy. 

Similarly, the meaning of the lyric "take mine" is a connotative statement (not a literal statement), but it represents the 

offer to give one another a sense of love, care, and emotional security; thereby, it represents the willingness of the person 

who is giving to take over/replace (for the time being) the emotional burden of the recipient. 

From a semantic perspective, the use of the connotative words in the lyrics demonstrates empathy, sacrifice, and emotional 

intimacy. The use of figurative language in the lyrical representation illustrates that love is when you give yourself 

completely to another person. 

3.9. The Analysis of Data 9 “It’s crazy, but it’s true” 

This lyric is essentially an expression of feelings and awareness. Previous data had elements of multi-layered meaning, 

but this most recent line has little or no metaphorical or symbolic meaning, as it is almost completely denotative in that it 

describes a value, not by using figurative language. 

As far as terms are concerned, this lyric accomplishes the task of reaffirming the emotional intensity the speaker has for 

their partner, thereby validating the extreme level of love and dedication they are demonstrating to be "crazy" 

(unusual/surprising) by expressing it through the term "true". In addition, the denotative use of terminology adds both 

clarity and structure to the song, therefore adding some value to the listener's interpretation of the speaker's authenticity 

in what they feel.  

4. KESIMPULAN 

The results of the study show that the lyrics to "Risk It All" by Bruno Mars have a combination of both denotative and 

connotative meanings, with connotative meaning dominating. The majority of the lyrics utilize figurative language, 

including metaphor and hyperbole, to describe strong emotions such as love, sacrifice, and loyalty. For instance, phrases 

like "win your heart," "beyond the stars," "run through a fire," and "risk it all" represent a deep emotional commitment 

rather than their literal interpretations. 

Additionally, denotative meanings are also used in some lyrics, particularly those that convey a direct statement; for 

example, the lyric "It's crazy, but it's true." These literal interpretations serve to enhance the meaning of the song's 

emotional message. The combination of both meanings adds depth and effectiveness to the overall lyrics, creating a 

greater impact for listeners. This study employed qualitative descriptive methodology, which looks for meaning in data 

through written (word) text, not through numerical data. The data were analyzed by using the specific lyrics of the song 

and determining their denotative and connotative interpretations. The qualitative descriptive method used was a successful 

way to uncover the underlying and emotional messages in the lyrics. In summary, based on the findings of this research 

study, an examination of linguistics through semantic analysis has revealed that language used within song lyrics is both 

literal but also very expressive and symbolic in nature. To properly understand the songwriters' intended message, you 

will need to examine both the song's denotative meaning and connotative meaning. 
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